Sustainability...

easy as

Climate change is considered by many to be
the most important issue facing the planet
today. The majority of the world’s leading
scientists have linked the warming of the earth
to the massive carbon emissions created by
modern society’s insatiable thirst for energy.

The Foreshore Authority recognises the effects
of our way of life on our environment and

our responsibility in developing sustainable
management practices for the organisation

as a whole and its precincts.

We believe making the change to sustainable
management practices is not just about being a

good social citizen, but makes economic sense.

Most importantly the organisation understands
this is essential for the planet’s future.

The Foreshore Authority wants to play a
leadership role in sustainability by making a
real commitment to reducing carbon emissions.
Our promise is to reduce our operational and

precinct footprint by 80 per cent by the year 2020.

Put simply, that's an 80/20 promise.

The first step of this promise is to become
carbon neutral in all of the Authority’s occupied
buildings, public domain and events by 2010.

We know that cutting the Authority’s emissions
will not solve the global warming crisis, but

we want to be an example and inspiration to
other government agencies, businesses and
individuals and inspire them to make their
own change.

Inside this booklet you will read about some of
the changes the Authority has already made,
and the ones we are planning, to reduce carbon
emissions. You will also learn how each one of
us can contribute to @ more sustainable planet.

| look forward to working with you to make the
Authority’s blueprint for sustainability a reality.

Robert Lang
Chief Executive Officer

Progress so far
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The Foreshore Authority has already started
to reduce the impact of its activities on the

environment, and reduce carbon emissions, by:

Collecting rain water. A water harvesting
project that collects rain water from the roof

of the Sydney Entertainment Centre car park
and stores it for use in the parklands of Darling
Harbour. By collecting rain water, the project
can save two Olympic swimming pools of
water each year.

Switching to GreenPower. The Authority

is currently using 100% GreenPower from
renewable energy sources, such as wind and
solar, to supply three of our office locations.
This small change has slashed 1,380 tonnes
of greenhouse gas emissions each year —
the equivalent of taking more than 300 cars
off Sydney’s roads.

ZGreenPower

Accredited Renewable Energy

Creating green star buildings. Sustainability
targets have been incorporated into the
Authority’s asset and building design and
planning. We aim to apply a 5 star Green Star
‘Australian excellence’ standard to our major
refurbishments, including at 86-88 George
Street. We are also applying a 6 star Green Star
‘world leadership’ standard to all new buildings,
such as the workplace6 building being
constructed at Darling Island.

Developing a sustainability strategy. In 2007
we developed a comprehensive plan setting
an ambitious target of an 80% reduction in

the Authority’s carbon emissions by 2020.

80/20

Creating greener precincts. In June 2007
the Foreshore Authority distributed more than
45,000 free paper bags to businesses in
The Rocks — the first stage of a plan to make
the precinct plastic bag free. New energy
efficient lighting has also been installed in
The Rocks to reduce energy use and carbon
emissions. Many of our tenants are also
joining our low carbon campaign, agreeing
to participate in a water and energy audit to
identify ways they can reduce consumption.

~ ~

) 4

The way forward

Although we have made some good progress in
reducing carbon emissions, there is a long way
to go to achieve our targets of:

* becoming carbon neutral by 2010

* reducing our carbon footprint by 80 per cent
by 2020.

‘It’s not rocket science.
It’s not difficult. It’s not
even all that costly.

It’s actually about the
way you think about
the world.’

Tim Flannery, Australian writer and scientist
and 2007 Australian of the Year

By 2008

* Creating a sustainable procurement action
plan to leverage our purchasing power

¢ Incorporating our sustainability strategy into
every aspect of our business plan.

By 2010
* Using harvested rain water on all our parks

* Recycling.or composting 80 per cent of
all waste generated from our operations,
including our occupied buildings, construction
activities, public domain and events

* Using recycled or sustainable materials for 80
per cent of the products and materials we buy
for our public events.

By 2020

* Using recycled or sustainable materials for
80 per cent of the products and materials used
both by our own operations and those of our
tenants at The Rocks and Darling Harbour

* Recycling or compositing 80 per cent of
all waste generated by the Authority and
its tenants

* Reducing potable water consumption by
80 per cent across our precincts.

‘Creating thriving companies and
new jobs doesn’t have to come at
the expense of the air we breathe,
the water we drink, the food we eat,
or the natural landscape in which
we live. We can, and indeed

must do both.’

Al Gore, former Vice-President of the United States and 2007 Nobel Peace Prize winner



‘You must be the change
you wish to see in the world.’

Mahatma Ghandi, Indian independence movement leader

By making just small changes to our lives, each
of us can dramatically reduce our footprint on
the environment.

Each little change, regardless of how small, counts.
It can be as simple as changing a light bulb.

In fact, if every one who worked at the Authority
went home tonight and replaced a single
60-watt incandescent light bulb with a 13-watt
compact fluorescent bulb we would cut
greenhouse gas emissions by around 20,400
kilograms of carbon emissions per year.

Simple things you ca
do each day to\reduce
carbon emissio

Shorten your shower

An eight minute shower using a regular
showerhead uses around 120 litres of water

— enough to fill 12 standard garden buckets.

A similar length shower installed with a water
efficient showerhead uses 40 per cent less water
— enough to fill 7.2 standard garden buckets.

Leave the car at home

A 10 kilometre journey in an average family

car releases 24 kilograms of carbon exhaust.
Ditching the car and travelling to work by public
transport, on a bike or by foot can save both
money and carbon emissions.
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Look in your lunch box

Eating local food means your meal has travelled
a shorter distance and created less carbon
emissions during transportation. Cutting down
on meat and dairy products will also cut your
carbon emissions, with 23 kilograms of carbon
created for any kilogram of beef. So, think about
having a salad from local products instead of a
meat pie or roast beef sandwich.

Think before you print

A kilo of recycled paper creates around 1.8
kilograms of carbon emissions, without taking
into account the emissions produced from
transporting the paper. So, before you send

a document to print, think about how many
kilograms of carbon emissions you could save
by reading it on screen.

Shut down and turn off
Over a year, a computer and monitor left
permanently on produces more than 1,000
kilograms of carbon dioxide — equivalent to
burning 500 kilograms of coal or driving an
average car from Canberra to Perth. When you
shut down your computer at the end of each
day don't forget to also turn off your monitor.

Slow down

Fuel consumption increases significantly over
about 90 kilometres per hour. At 110 kilometres
per hour your car uses up to 25 per cent more fuel
than it would cruising at 90 kilometres.
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Cook with gas

Gas is not only cheaper than electricity but
also more efficient. An electric frypan used for
30 minutes each day will create 336 kilograms
of carbon emissions.

Switch right off at night

Leaving your television in standby mode uses
between 3 and 7 watts of energy per hour,
creating up to 20 kilograms of carbon emissions
each year. So, switch off your television at the
power switch each night.

Getting to work:
What is your carbon footprint?
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If the average Foreshore
Authority employee travels
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work each day, then that is
6,500 kilometres per year.
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